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Pastoral Letter

St Barnabas — Son of Encouragement
"Barnabas" means "son of encouragement"— what a wonderful way to be known.
The feast day of St Barnabas is celebrated on 11" June. Barnabas has always
been one of my favorite figures in the New Testament, perhaps especially be-
cause of the wonderful meaning of his name. In the Acts of the Apostles we are
told that his real name was Joseph, but the apostles gave him the nickname
Barnabas, which means “son of encouragement.” What a beautiful thing to be
known for! Imagine if people described us as someone who encourages others.
Barnabas appears early in the life of the first Christian community in Jerusalem.
One of the things we learn about him is his generosity. He sold a field he owned
and brought the money to support the needs of the early church. This simple act
tells us something important about him: Barnabas was someone who believed
deeply in the life of the Christian community and wanted to strengthen it.
But Barnabas is perhaps most famous for something else: he was the person
who believed in Paul when others were afraid of him. When Saul (later known as
Paul) first became a Christian, many believers were understandably cautious
because Saul had previously persecuted Christians. Yet Barnabas took a risk; he
welcomed Paul, introduced him to the apostles, and spoke on his behalf.
Without Barnabas, Paul’s ministry might have taken different path. Barnabas saw
potential where others saw danger. He encouraged someone who would go on
to become one of the greatest missionaries of the early Church. Barnabas
continued to play an important role in the spread of the gospel. He travelled
with Paul on missionary journeys and helped nurture new Christian
communities. Wherever he went, he strengthened the faith of others.
The story of Barnabas reminds us that encouragement is a powerful ministry;
every one of us can encourage someone else. A word of affirmation, an act of
generosity, or a willingness to believe in someone when others hesitate — these
are all ways in which the Spirit of God works through us.
In a world where criticism and discouragement can sometimes seem all too
common, the Church is called to be a place where encouragement flourishes.
Perhaps we might ask ourselves; who might God be calling us to encourage?
Barnabas reminds us that encouragement can change lives.
With every blessing,
Vicar Jane



St Matthew’s PCC

PCC Members— Rev Jane( Chair), Colin Booth ( Warden) ,Jane McCombie
(Secretary) Chris Betts (Warden / Treasurer) Arleine Bloor, Roger Pearce,
Barbara Harris, Viv Grunner, Anna Betts, Steve Grunner, Celia Booth,
Shelagh Haukinson, Alan Wheeler

Our next PCC meeting will be held on Thursday 4" June at Colin & Celia's
home at 10 am.

Parish email address

Please note that a parish email account has been set up for emails of a parish
nature could you please use this address. hcganglican@gmail.com

Church website:

The church website is now updated with all services and activities on a
regular basis, see www.hcganglican.org. if you would like anything
advertised for church activities on the site please contact Chris Betts.
chris_betts @hotmail.com

Church Hall cleaning and maintenance

The next hall cleaning is on Friday 5™ June, starting at 9:00am. New
volunteers welcome.  Anna Betts
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Church Diary
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June 2026

Holy Communion (BCP) at St Matthew’s Church

1** Sunday of Trinity

9:30 am
10.30am
11.00 am

10:45 am

Holy Communion at St Matthew’s Church
Service of Morning prayer at Christ Church
Holy Communion at St Michael & All Angels.

Holy Communion (BCP) at St Matthew’s Church

2" sunday of Trinity

9:30 am
10:45 am
11.00 am

10:45 am

Holy Communion at St Matthew’s Church
Service of Morning prayer at Christ Church
Holy Communion at St Michael’s Church

Holy Communion (BCP) at St Matthew’s Church

3" Sunday of Trinity

9.30 am
10.45 am
11.00 am

10:45 am

Service of Morning Prayer at St Matthew’s Church
Holy Communion at Christ Church
Service of Morning Prayer at St Michael & All Angels.

Holy Communion (BCP) at St Matthew’s Church

4" Sunday of Trinity

9.30 am
10.45 am
11.00 am
4.30 pm

10:45 am

Holy Communion at St Matthew’s Church
Service of Morning Prayer at Christ Church
Holy communion at St Michael & All Angels
Service of Evening Prayer at Christ Church

Holy Communion (BCP) at St Matthew’s Church




[hBWI Haslington Women's

INSPIRING WOMEN Institute

The May meeting was very interesting. Micheal Taylor came to tell us about
his Ancient Coppice Wood.

The book club read "Katherine of Aragon : The True Queen"

What a big success Village Day was. Our refreshment tent was very busy all
day. We sold all the cakes, sandwiches and our ever popular sausage rolls.

Coming up we have the meal at The Old Hall, The Vintage Afternoon Tea and
our trips to David Austin Roses and The National Arboretum.

The WI meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7.30 at The Cosey Club. All
Welcome.

Janet Dake.......cccccevuvnennn. Haslington WI

St Matthew's

Social Committee

Our next coffee morning is on Friday 26" June in the church hall,
between 10:00am and 12.00 noon. All are welcome.

The next social event is a wine and cheese evening all are welcome, on
Saturday 27" June, in the church hall, commencing at 7.00pm. Please bring
your own wine and we will provide a cheese themed buffet. There will a talk
about English wines, and also wine-based activities. Tickets £10:00.



NIC’N United Benefice

150 years Mothers Union

Haslington & Crewe Green Branch

Due to Holidays, unfortunately there is no MU report this month

NS L
“"Wine & Cheese Evening

- Saturday 27th June at 7:00pm
Y
- v ',;'e

" St. Matthews Church Hall

£10 per;icket

Please bring your own wine and we
will provide a cheese themed buffet.
There will a talk about English wines,

and wine-based activities.

Tickets available from Chris Wheeler




St- Matthew’s Church Hall

if you require any information please contact any of the below.
Church Hall Bookings for Parties etc. Please See following
https://www.hcganglican.org/calandar .

Young People
Cubs Tuesday 17:45-19:15 Katrina Fearn

email: crewegreenscouts@hotmail.co.uk
Scouts Monday 19:30 - 21:00 Verity Ashcroft / Jamie Davies
email: crewegreenscouts@hotmail.co.uk

Health/Wellbeing/Hobbies

Cameo Our Cameo Group, a luncheon club for the bereaved
and anyone else who, through circumstances, finds
themselves alone. On the 3™ Thursday of the month
at 1:00 in St. Matthew’s Church Hall. We welcome anyone
from anywhere.

Contact Viv Grunner (501538) for further information.

Mothers Union Meet on a Wednesday please Speak to Jane McCombie
(581769)
Coffee Mornings Friday Morning Coffee Mornings are held in St. Matthews

Church Hall 10:00 —12:00 on the 4th Friday of the month.

Gardening Club Meet on the 1 Thursday of the month 19:30 — 21:00
Pre School Dance* Thursday  10:45—11:45

Friday 10:45—11:45
Prayer Breakfast 4™ Saturday every 2 months at 10:00am

Café Church / Open table 2™ Sunday in the month at 4:00pm


https://swe01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hcganglican.org%2Fcalandar&data=05%7C02%7C%7C4129966d827c45f25d1d08de8343075a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639092522605902477%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWU
mailto:crewegreenscouts@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:crewegreenscouts@hotmail.co.uk

;‘n»q“ In Fellowship
TMAARRR
Coventry God Cakes,
Ingredients

1 x 475g ready-rolled ready-made puff pastry
300g mincemeat

1 egg white, whisked with a teaspoon of water
Caster sugar

1 tablespoon rum (optional)

Method

Preheat oven to 220C/200C Fan/400F. Line a large baking tray with baking
paper.

Unroll the puff pastry and cut it into equal squares - such as 2” (5cms)
squares or larger for bigger pies.

Place 1 to 2 heaped teaspoons of mincemeat on the middle, brush all 4
sides with a little water and fold the pastry over to form a triangular shape
pasty.

Brush the tops of each one with the egg white and sprinkle the sugar over
the top.

Place them on the baking tray and bake in preheated oven for 12 to 15
minutes until they are puffed up and golden brown.

Serve warm with cream, brandy or rum butter.

If adding the rum, mix into the mincemeat before adding the filling.

Coventry God Cakes, a traditional regional recipe from The Midlands in
England. Traditionally given by godparents to their god children on their
confirmation, or at Easter, the triangular shape and markings is said to
represent The Holy Trinity



)‘
For St: Matthew =N

St. Matthew’s St. Matthew’s

Reading Rota Intercession Rota
07/06/2026 John McC 07/06/2026 Darren Evans
14/06/2026  Arleine Bloor 14/06/2026  Viv Grunner
21/06/2026  Chris Betts 21/06/2026  Pat Hills
28/06/2026 Darren Evans 28/06/2026  Rev Jane
05/07/2026 Colin Booth 05/07/2026 Arleine Bloor

St. Matthew’s St. Matthew’s

Eucharist Server Rota Sides-person Rota

07/06/2026 Celia Booth 07/06/2026 Viv & Steve G
14/06/2026 Darren Evans 14/06/2026 Anna & Chris B
21/06/2026 —— 21/06/2026 Dennis & Jane McC
28/06/2026 Barbara Harris 28/06/2026 Janet D & Shelagh H
05/07/2026 Shelagh Hauksson 05/07/2026 Jean T & AnnF

St. Matthew’s St. Matthew’s

Flower Rota Church Locking up

06/06/2026 Chris Wheeler 08/06/2026 Roger Pearce
14/06/2026 Thba 15/06/2026 John Brassington
20/06/2026 Arleine Bloor 22/06/2026 Steve Grunner
27/06/2026 ———"——— 29/06/2026 Arleine Bloor
04/07/2026 Barbara Harris 06/07/2026 Colin Booth
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Michael’s PCC

P.C.C. Members: Rev Jane( Chair), Helen Ledward (Secretary, Deanery Rep),
Thelma Malabar (Treasurer) Linda Clarke (Deanery Rep), Nancy Kay,

Ron Taylor, Anne Thompson, Jeanette Allman, Barrie Blood,

Margaret Hepburn,

Notes From The PCC Meeting will now be posted at the back of church.

St. Michael's next PCC meeting will be held on Wednesday 8" July at 7.00 pm in
church

St Michael’s Social

Committee

St. Michael's Strawberry Fair
Saturday 13" June 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm__

and -around the church

Awd join us for a fun afternoon of €talls aﬁi.games
Tombola, Raffle and of course delicious sw

. |

Thank you to everyone who continues to support our
weekly car wash, which raises valuable funds which are
shared between our church and a local charity.

12



m Church Rotas M
For St Michael’ sENENE

St. Michael’s St. Michael’s

Prayer Rota Reading Rota
07/06/2026  Ron 07/06/2026  Ron
14/06/2026  Helen 14/06/2026  Helen
21/06/2026  Anne 21/06/2026  Anne
28/06/2026  Linda 28/06/2026 Linda
05/07/2026  Ron 05/07/2026  Ron

St. Michael’s St. Michael’s

Cleaning Rota Coffee Rota
06/06/2026  Ron & Irene 07/06/2026  Ron & Irene
13/06/2026  Barrie/Janette 14/06/2026  Helen
20/06/2026  Linda 21/06/2026  Barrie/Janette
27/06/2026  Helen 28/06/2026 Linda
04/07/2026  Ron & Irene 05/07/2026  Ron & Irene

St. Michael’s

Sides-person Rota

07/06/2026  Helen
14/06/2026  Margaret
21/06/2026  Barrie
28/06/2026 Helen
05/07/2026  Margaret
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May Sudoku Solutions
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Prayer Subjects
for Trinity

Prayer for St. Barnabas

God of encouragement, we thank you for the example of St Barnabas, whose
kindness and faith strengthened the early Church. Give us generous hearts, eyes
to see the potential in others, and words that build up rather than tear down.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayer of Praise and Worship:

Father, you sent your Word to bring us truth and your Spirit to make us holy.
Through them we come to know the mystery of your life. Help us to worship you,
one God in three Persons, by proclaiming and living our faith in you. Grant this
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen

Prayer of Confession and Faith:

O Triune God, your threefold name was placed upon us when we were baptized in
the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Grant us the grace to
continue in this faith until we join the hosts of heaven that cry, “Holy, holy, holy”
before your throne. Keep us steadfast in faith and worship, one God, through all
eternity. Amen

Prayer for Guidance and Unity:

O Father, we come before You in humble reverence, praising the Holy Trinity—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We seek the light of Your wisdom, the strength of Your
grace, and the comfort of Your presence. Unite us in love and purpose, that we may
reflect Your glory in all we do. Amen

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Stewardship:

Living God, who has called into being the brilliant colors of the world around us, we
thank you for the privilege of living in a world filled with your glory. Forgive us for
being poor stewards of your creation. Give us courage to be faithful stewards who
share your blessings for the welfare of all creation and future generations. In Christ's
name we pray. Amen

In Memoriam

Funeral of Kenneth Barry, at the crem., from Haslington, 7th May,
Funeral of John Proctor, St Matthew's, 12th May,

Funeral of Rick Bradfield, Christ Church, 19th May

Burial of Ashes of Norman Fallows, St Michael & All Angels, 20th May
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Around The Community

W
Dates for your Diary

Following a meeting of the Social Committee, Please see list below our
programme for 2026,

Saturday 27th June A wine and cheese evening.

Saturday 18th July A strawberry tea

Saturday 15th August A walk and lunch

Saturday 12th September A concert by The Strings and Sunshine Community
Ukulele Band

Sunday 4th October A bring and share Harvest Lunch

Saturday 17th October Prize Bingo

Saturday 7th November The Autumn fair and lunch

Saturday 5th December Soup and carols

Saturday 23rd January 2027 Beetle drive and fish and chips tea

We hope that we will have lots of support at these events.
St. Matthew’s Social Committee

£ S'r MlCHAEL AND ALLANGEL‘S CNURc, H“'

CREWE GREEN
MAIN CAR PARK S
" EVERY TUESDAY .
Wigi= 10.00 — 3.00 FN*gp

T -




Around The Community

St Matthew’s Patronal Choral Evensong.

A date for your diaries: - Sunday 20" September 2026, (4.30pm tbc) in

St Matthew’s Church. We are preparing a choral evensong and festival to
celebrate the life and work of St Matthew.

The choir are starting to learn the music for this service to take place in
September. We would like to make it a memorable service with
refreshments following the service and a display about St Matthew his life
and work also the life and work of our church!

This would be in St Matthew’s Church Hall

For this to happen | would like to ask for some assistance from as many of
you as possible. Assistance with providing and serving refreshments; loaning
photos, stories and memorabilia that you may have of services or activities
that you have taken part in or attended at St Matthew’s. Remembering that
we celebrated the 200™ anniversary of the building in 2010, hopefully
someone has something that we could display from weddings, baptisms,
special services, nativities, Christmas displays, floral displays etc.

Please could you contact me and let me know how you could help and
whether you can loan something for display.

We have been awarded a grant towards the cost of creating a festival so we
should be able to put together something worthwhile.

Thank you in advance.

Arleine — (email aam.bloor@gmail.com mobile 07963 347931)

Copy of picture in
the Church porch
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Around The Community

rarm-==s Church Hall Refurbishment Report
The church hall refurbishment project is progressing well, with several key
improvements scheduled for the coming months. The works are aimed at
enhancing the building’s facilities, improving energy efficiency, and ensuring
a more comfortable environment for all users of the hall.

A major element of the project is the installation of new double-glazed
windows, which is scheduled to take place in June. These windows will
significantly improve insulation within the building, helping to reduce heat
loss, lower energy costs, and provide better soundproofing. This upgrade is
expected to make the hall more comfortable throughout the year.

Following this, a comprehensive upgrade of the toilet facilities is planned for
July. The refurbishment will modernise the existing amenities, improving
accessibility, hygiene standards, and overall user experience. This work will
ensure that the hall continues to meet the needs of the community and
complies with current standards.

The project is being made possible through external funding support.
Financial contributions have been secured from Haslington Parish Council
and the National Lottery, enabling these essential improvements to be
carried out without placing additional financial strain on the church.

Overall, the refurbishment represents a significant investment in the future
of the church hall, ensuring that it remains a welcoming, functional, and

sustainable space for community use.

If you wish to help the Refurbishment fund use the following QR code or
speak to Chris Betts our treasurer to make a donation.

- -y
; R Please use the following

QR Code

"St. Matthew’s ':hurch
" and Community Hall To Make a Donation

Refurbishment
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Photographic Memories.

We've found a box of old photographs,
Some tattered and others a little torn;

Distant relatives from before | was born.

Then more recent ones, in colours bright,
Of Christenings, Weddings and days by the sea.
| begin to recognize some people | know,
And the baby in the pram? That’s me!

Random photos of places we’ve been,

o > i

Countryside views of who knows where?
Castles, Palaces and famous landmarks,
Holiday memories that we all share.

Snapshots of various family occasions,
Birthday parties and School sports days.

A Christmas gathering around the tree,
Exam results day and end of term plays.

Some photos, that should not have been kept,

Prints of the floor and some of the sky.
A clear shot of the photographers thumb,
People out of focus, too blurred to identify.

- Some people keep their photos in a box,
‘.ﬁr. ’Q “5 Others keep them in albums or in a frame.
5 But where ever you choose to keep yours,

Please write on the back, location, date and a name!

Christine Wheeler. May 2026.
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June Quick View Diary
Tuesday 2 2:00pm Walking For Health meet Waterloo Rd Car Park
Wednesday 3" 2:00pm Bingo at 65 Club
Thursday 4" 7:30pm No Gardening Club in St. Matthew’s church hall
Friday 5t 9:00am Church Hall Cleaning party
Sunday 7" 1% Sunday of Trinity
Tuesday ot 2:00pm Walking For Health meet Waterloo Rd Car Park

7:30pm Haslington WI meet at the Cosy Club
Wednesday 10" 2:00pm Bingo at 65 Club
Sunday 14™  2°" sunday of Trinity
Tuesday 16™  2:00pm Walking For Health meet Waterloo Rd Car Park
Wednesday 17" 2:00pm Bingo at 65 Club
Thursday 21" 1:00pm CAMEO in St. Matthew’s church hall
Sunday 21" 3" Sunday of Trinity
Tuesday 23" 2:00pm Walking For Health meet Waterloo Rd Car Park
Wednesday 24™  2:00pm Bingo at 65 Club
MU

Friday 26" 10:00am Coffee Morning at St. Matthew’s church hall
Sunday 28" 4™ sunday of Trinity
Tuesday 30" 2:00pm Walking For Health meet Waterloo Rd Car Park

: ' " QR Code
St. Matthew’s|Church i.'
e A S T ol .
and Community Hall To Make a Donation

Refurbishment

Please use the following

Parish News Deadline for the July edition is Wednesday 24" June

Chris Betts, 3 Park Rd. Haslington Tel: 589324 Email: chris_betts_@hotmail.com
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